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This is August 16, 1983. This is 3:43 in the afternoon, Tuesday. This is an interview with the Fire Chief, Charles Tompkins, of North Rose, NY.


Q.	Charley, what I would like to do is tape record the interview. Put the recorder between us on the table. Would that be all right with you.
A.	Fine.

Q.	Ok, I'll put it over on your side. You're the Fire Chief in North Rose?
A.	Yes.

Q.	And how long have you been Chief?
A.	Three years.

Q.  How do you arrive at that position?
A.	Elected.

Q.	It is elected by the fire company?
A.	It's elected by the fire department and then the election is a recommendation to the Fire Commissioners which have to accept the recommendation of the department.
Q.  And the Fire Commissioners are county or local?
A.		The Fire Commissioners consist of five people, which represent the fire district. In this case, they represent the township of Rose and the township of Huron. Parts of each.
Q.  Is that Huron?
A.	Huron, yes.

Q.  Your full name is what?
A.	Charles William Tompkins.

Q.  And how do you spell the last name?
A.	T,  O,  M,  P,	K,  I,	N,  S.

Q.  How old are you?
A.	Thirty-two.

Q.	And how long have you been with the fire department?
A.	Since I was 18. Fourteen years.

Q.  Always with North Rose?
A.	Yes.


Q.	Do you have regular training sessions that you attend or that you
A.	We have regular department training plus we have county training. list, but the state does.

give?
I don't

Q.	In other words, it is a state approved training programs?
A.		The ones that the county give are, but ours are just department training for equipment; train on our equipment.

Q.	You have such things as strategy and tactics?
A.	We went through ...	we set up a drill here at the storage. I believe it
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t	was two years ago, and we had Lyons' aerial here and simulated the same type of situation that we had here as if the tower was on fire, and we did the same thing the chemical ...	Northern Fertilizer this year. We walked through that and discussed that ourselves. The county has preplanning. They had a preplanning seminar. I think it was last year. It was the Chief's Associations Winter Seminar.
Q.  So you had preplanned this building before? At least a part of it.?
A.	Preplanned mentally. Not on paper.
Q.  And you pulled your companies down.here and went through a drill?
A.	Yeah, we had at that particular drill we had North Rose, Rose, Wolcott, and Lyons.

Q.	In the street outside you have a water main. Is that a six inch main?
A.	No, that is, what you say outside?

Q.	Out on Main Street. The east side.
A.	I believe that is an eight inch.

Q.	Seventy-five pounds pressure in it?
A.	Yes.

Q.	And there is a hydrant right on the corner of Main and Storage?
A.		No, that is, Main and Railroad is the one that our truck was hooked into. Rose was hooked into Main and Storage.  Now when we had the drill before, we had Rose hooked in at this one right out here at Storage and Elm. We had our truck hooked in at Main and Storage, and we had Wolcott hooked around Railroad and North Popular. Between the three trucks, we tried to pull the system to zero or near empty. We estimated we were getting 1,800 gallons a minute.
Q.	Do you know what your vacuum gauge was on when they were on the hydrants?
A.	I checked the vacuum gauge on our E-l-7 which is a pumper on the north side of the building and it was at zero, and we even pulled a tank suction to get more water.

Q.	The fire wasJuly 25, on Monday?
A.	Right.

Q.	And do your recall the time of the alarm?
A.	The time of the call was 12:18.

Q. And that call went from ...	do you know who turned in the alarm? Who called in first?
A.		Through word of mouth, I heard that first call was called in by Pat Guthrie, who is a waitress over at the diner.

Q.	The fire call goes into the fire coordinators office, into. Rick Bond's office?
A.		No, the fire call goes into the Lyons fire department which contracts to the county to man a central station. So they hire people to man the radios to be a central dispatch.

Q.	They sound the alarm from there?
A.	Yes.
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Q.	And that sounds a horn that is right out_Ei� ::is building on the east side?
A.		When they tone us out, it tone activat�f""".;1.8>Y>'e,receivers and activiates a siren on Main Street and a siren on the fire house also.
Q.	You have a plectron system at home?
A.	A plectron system, yes I have one.

Q.	And you were working were you?
A.		No, I was working nights that week. I had just gotten up and sitting outside peacefully having my second cup of coffee and heard the whistle blowing and my wife comes tell me the storage is on fire.

Q.	How far away do you live?
A.	Approximately a mile from the fire house.

Q.	On. the north side?
A.	Yes. I got my vehicle and got maybe a quarter of a mile away from home and I could see the black smoke. It was ...	I thought to myself 'Oh Shit.' Ok, let's slow down. Right then I called for Rose Mutual A.ii.d, one pumper.
Q.	H�w may pieces responded from your station?
A.	Two pumpers and an ambulance and squad truck.

Q.	What are the pumpers now are they 750's or lOOO's?
A.		Our new pumper is a thousand gallon minute pump, Hale pump, the other one is a 750 Hale pump.

Q.	Were there thousand gallon tanks on them?
A.		No, the new one is a thousand gallon booster tank and the '69 is a 500 gallon booster tank.
Q.	Were they here when you arrived?
A.	The '69 was going around the corner to the south side of the building when I got here. My first assistant, Bob Guthrie, which lives on Elm Street, he was already here.
n	Is he married to Pat?
A. No, he is married to Arlene. They are cousins.

Q.	I see.	(;/r'".t
A.		So he was over there setting up 1-6 and 1-7 come around the corner, and I had him stop and wrap the hydrant there on the corner by the bank. They went down through the railroad tracks with a single lay and we dragged the second lay back up to double feed it.
Q.	They dropped a three inch going in?
A.	They dropped a three inch going in, yes.

Q.  On the north side they went in?
A.	On the north side, by the railroad tracks.

Q.	That was the newer piece you have, the 1,000?
A.	Right.

Q.	The '69 rig, is that 1-6, is that what you call it?
A.	Right.

Q.	That came in on the south side?
A.	Right.

Q.  What did you do? Did you set up a command post?
A.	Yes, I parked my truck right in front of the diner and stayed with my truck
on the radio and just tried to evaluate �hat was going on and get these things set up once I saw what I had then I called in. Like I said I called . . .
our trucks acknowledged at 12:21; code 9 at 12:23

Q.  Code 9 is out at the scene?
A. Right, is out at the scene. Rose is code 9 at 12:25. Now in between there before Rose had got there, apparently I called for Wolcott. First I called for Lyons at 12:23 for there aerial. So you can see apparently I got to
the fire scene ...  I don't have a code 9 time for myself. If the call came
in at 12:18 and I called on my up 12:19 for Rose I must have arrived here at 12:21, 12:22. So immediately I called for Lyons aerial and Wolcott's pumper
to come.  Next would be l,t�t.  Elton was called in stand by at our hall, and
Wolcott was sent also w.rt'ha pumper and a brush truck to the south side to check for spot fires.

Q.  There were some people that were injured to varying degrees. The first two that I am aware of were the people that were installing the foam installation.
A.  Right.

Q.  Do you know anything of their injuries.
A.		Only that I know of is ...	I guess there were some minor cuts and bruises and burns.
Q.  They were transported to a hospital?
A.	They were transported by our ambulance to Soudas.

Q.	Do you know who went in the ambulance with them?
A.	I don't know who was the attendant. I do know that Bob Galaway was the driver.

Q.  Bob Galaway?
A.  Yes.

Q.  How far away is the hospital?
A.  Thirteen - 14 miles.

Q. Were you aware when they left that the ambulance was going with victims to the hospital?
A.  Yes, I think I was at the time.

Q. They returned sometime later. Are you aware of that or do you have any knowledge of that?
A.  Who returned?

Q.  The two people that were injured?
A.  No, I am not.

Q.  The ambulance did return here?
A.	The ambulance returned here to transport other victims and people from the evacuation.

Q.	Who were the other vicitims?
A.	Oh, gosh, I've got a list over there that is a mile long. I think I got
15 or 16 people that were hospitalized or not hospitalized but hospital treated. Numerous amount of people that were ...	that is just firemen, I got other people that were treated, non-fire personnel, I have records of. Just about everybody was checked at the scene for nauseous, headache, sore throat, blood pressure., pulse.

Q.	You had a sheriff that went down that was hospitalized and kept over night?
A.	Yeah, that was Keith Benjamin. Keith was here early. In fact, shortly after I left my vehicle, when the situation appeared to be under control, I left my vehicle and took a portable and went out to check the south side of the building, because I couldn't see it from where I was. Like I said, things appeared to be under control. At that time, it was brought to my attention the chemicals that were involved in the smoke.


Q.	Who spotted that?
A.		No, as a matter of He is from Clyde.

Was it Rick Bond, the fire coordinator?
fact, it was ... God, I can't think of the guy's name. He was on the ALS .•. Clyde's ALS Unit.

Q.	So someone from Clyde...	is he a medic?
A.	Yeah, EMT.

Q.	He is an EMT?
A.	I don't know what class EMT he is. He must be an ALS. Instructed in drugs and all that.
Q.  Paramedic level?
A.		Not quite paramedic level. They':ve got to go a little further to get to that but pretty close. He was the one...	he was the one that apparently took the information off the drums outside the building... the south side of the buil-ding, relayed them to the coordinator, the coordinator relayed them to me;
and we decided, Keith, Rick, and I, decided we had better evacuate the south, the down wind side of town.

Q.  How far?
A.		I don It know if it was determined right at that point. It was just. . . I asked Keith, I says, "Can your department handle it?" He said yes. I said, "Ok, good, go out and take care of it."


Q.  And when you say Keith.
A.		Keith Benjamin, he a .. ment.

he is from?
I believe he is a sergeant on the Sheriffs::::Depctrt"""

Q.  So the Sheriffs evacuated everybody?
11.		I left the evacuation up to the Sheriffs Department. Now when the evacuation started, we need the assistance of the ambulance to transport ...	I think there was two, I am going to say, people we had to transport out of their homes. They were bedridden people. I don't know if is was at that time that Rick called for more ambulances or not. I'm really not sure.
9. . Then at some point later you decided to evacuate the entire community?
A. No, no that was not my decision. That was...in the wake of the whole thinq after firemen started to get sick, then there was more attention brought to

A. the fact there was possible danager of the rest of the community. So I've got up until 2:00, say 2:15, 2:30... well let's see a call for the exhaust fan which at this point we thought the fire was out and we were going to get ready to ventilate it to go in an investigate and that was at 13:35 and by the notes there it appears that about 2:00 there was a second explosion.
. flash over took place. At that time, I was on the south side of the building. I came around and tried to clear the people away from the building because there was such a large amount of black smoke and at that particular time we decided to move our pumper away from the north side of the building and we
were going to set that at the.fiydrant on Main and Railroad Avenue and bring Lyons' ladder truck over because we had better access on the north side than we did on the south side.

Q.	Why was that?
A.	The north side the panels had blownout more than they were on the south side.

n	On the elevator shafts?
A. Yeah.

Q. How many fire fighters do you estimate were here at the time at the peak of their activity?
A. 1		Oh gosh, I'd say a hundred. We must have had initially we must have had twenty-five - thirty firemen here and as you call in mutually aid you get probably 15 from each department, and then when you start talking ambulances, then not only do you get ambulance crews, you get people just coming to help.
Q.  How many.different communities did you have here?
A.	Let's see fire departments ..

Q.  You had Wolcott, Huron, Lyons. Was Clyde here?
A.		Yeah, Clyde was here. Clyde had tow ambulances here. Ok, thank you, notes, here we are. We had Rose fire department and their ambulance. We had Wolcott fire department. We had Wolcott volunteer ambulance corp. We had Clyde fire department ambulance, 2 of their ambulances. We had Lyons fire department. We had Elton's fire department and ambulance. All these fire departments responded with squad trucks, too. Well I say all of them, most of them qo. We had Red Creek's squad truck here with cascade system and ambulance. We had Soudas squad truck here with 4.5 Scott bottles. We had Soudas town ambulance. We had Soudas Point ambulance. We had Union Hill . .
. Oh, that was later in the night. We had Newark fire department here with their large exhaust fan.

Q.	How large an exhaust fan is that? Is that a special unit they have?
A.	Thirty... I believe it's a 30 inch super pack fan.

Q.  With a hose attached?
A.		No, no it is just like our 18 inch fans only it's that much bigger, and we used that to force air into the building. Before .	.let me start here again...	before we started ...	Newark's exhaust - -called for that 13:35 and they were called out at 13:43.

Q.	That's about the time you had it under control?
A.	We believed we did.
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Q.	Did you know then or do you know now what was burning?
A.	Yeah, at that particular time I would say probably, 1:00 somewhere in that neighborhood we realized that it was the insulation that was burning, and
it was toxic and harmful ... believed to be toxic and harmful from the infor-mation received obtained from the barrels.

Q.	And that is polyurethane foam insulation?
A.	Yeah, it's a A & B type 1. It says this is a product of trichrolomethane and the other barrel says this is a product of isocynaides. Well you look them up in the hazardous material book...	well shit, you know, what are we doing up here.

Q.	Anybody have masks on?
A.	The people that we attacking the fire ...	had a team attack on the north side, and they did get inside the building, and those people did have packs on.
Once we realized what we were up against, we tried to get as many people back as we could ...	warn as many people as we could of the danager. Anybody that was going to be in the smoke area to have Scott packs on.

Q.	The list of the people that were injured you have at the station?
A.	Yes.

Q.	Will be able to get that at some point in the future?
A.	You could get...	yeah, you could. As a matter of fact, I'.sent the compensation
reports in just this... I think I sent them out Friday, and a copy goes to Rochester and a copy goeg to Wayne County South Insurance.
Se.IF
Q.	Do you recall or do you know who was responsible for the evacuation of the entire community.
A.	Well, the night of the 25th, a supervisor declared a state of emergency.

Q.  Supervisor of what?
A.	Of the Town of Rose, who is Joe D'Angleis

Q.	So that is like a town manager?
A.	He like a Mayor only he is not a Mayor. We are only a township.

Q.	So, he ordered the evacuation of the entire community?
A.		He ordered the state of emergency and to hold out the people that had already been evacuated. Those were the people south of the railroad tracks. How far? I would say out to...	I would say probably a half a mile. Now the evacuation of the north side wasn't done until 3:00. It was supposed to be started. The evacuation was supposed to be started at 3:00 on the 26th on the north side of town.
Q.	And they let them back in on Thursday noon time or so?
A.	They let them back in officially it was released at 10:00 Thursday morning.

Q.	The fire attack initially was begun I assume with...
A.	The initial attack on the south side was done with two 2 l/2s and I believe one 1 1/2. They were limited as far as accessability to the elevator shaft. On the north side we attacked with our master stream deluge gun and also two
1 l/2s. As I saii.d before, the north side panels were blew out, and we were

able to get right into the doorway and also as the elevator shaft burned, we put the straight tip on and shot up on to the roof.
Q. The control of the fire was accomplished after the master screens were shut down with 1 1/2 and 2 1/2 inch hose lines?
A.		Control of the fire.I would say more or less controlled itself. There was limited.
Q.  It burned up its fuel?
A.		Yeah, I would say it burned its fuel up. I'm sure the:.master stream in there cooled things down enough so that it didn't burn out the elevator shaft com-pletely. It cooled it enough so they could get and go up on the roof on the west side of the elevator shaft and they went through a hole there. They got inside the second floor room far enough to see that there was flame and
heat, extensive heat in the back of the room, but that is as far as they got. Before the second and third flash over, we believed it was out and we tried to ventilate by the use of ... we took Wolcotts deluge gun sat it on the platform in front of the north door and fed that and thGught we were doing
a hell of a job at that point, but then we had the second and third flash over.
Q.  Do you know what was the cause of the explosions?
A.	The second and third ones?

Q.	Yeah.
A.	Don't have any idea just a guess, it was the burning of insulation, burning on the walls just a build up with no way to get out.

Q.	Are you familiar with a carbon monoxide back draft or explosion of carl:hnn monoxide gas?
A.	No, I'm not.

Q.  The fire was secured at what time or relatively about what time?
A.	I...	it is hard for me to say because approximately 2:30 I was taken to the hospital and I didn't return back until 4:00-4:30.

Q.	Why were you taken? Smoke Inhalation?
A.	Somke inhalation and irregular heart, high rate of pulse it was the excite-ment besides the smoke.
Q.  Would it have been controlled at 4 or 5 or 6 o'clock in the afternoon?
A.		I would say it must have been under control by 3:30. When I got back we wanted to secure the building, so we had the guys go up take the panels off
. down all the way from the top of the tower down so we could get in on the fourth floor to make sure that it didn't burn down from the roof and to get in the third floor to mkae sure that it didn't burn up. It was...	when I went in myself, I think there was six of us that went into the second floor to secure that,:and that must have been 6-7 o'clock...	?o'clock say. Then two of us, myself and an:other fireman, went to the third floor, opened the freezer door checked that to make sure there was no burning in there. All there was was some smoke stains on the south side of the doors, south door
and north door. There was no evidence of any burning. Also we did the fourth floor. There was a hell of a long climb up there, I want to tell you. We Went in that room and there again there was'just small evidence of smoke coming through the doors. As far as any burning, there wasn't.
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Q. At various times today, for example August 16, 1983, and also on one other day items of evidence were removed from the second floor where the poly urathane foam was being or had been applied. Evidence such as spray hose
for the foam application, various electrical devices, lights used by the con-tractor. Today we removed ceiling lights and conduit and electric wire.
We have placed them in a trailer that is on site here and that trailer... you are familiar with... you were here during part of the removal of the evidence and also representatives of the county fire co-ordinators office, Rick Bond and Bob Brenner, were here during that evidence removal?
A.		Yes, I am familiar with what evidence that was removed on...	let's see what day was it Tuesday or Wednesday...	August 2nd or 3rd.
Q.  Do your recall meetings in the firehouse? The first day we had a meeting?
A.	The first meeting we had in the firehouse with the investigators was August 1st.

Q.		There were 28 people as I recall in the fire hall. We agreed at that time that a trailer...	or we agreed later that a trailer would be brought in by you people to be...		the bill to be picked up the insurance companies.
A.		Right we discussed the place to store this evidence and there didn't appear to be any place logical here to do it so Bob Riener suggested that this company out of Savannah that had trailers for rent and we contacted them and and got one that afternoon.
Q.  Savannah, New York is about 15 miles away?
A.	Yeah, that is a good guess.

Q. And the padlock that was ptaced on the trailer that was supplied by who, do you recall?
A.	The padlock was purchased by Bob Reiner. I believe it was the Clyde Hardware purchased at Clyde. I  am not sure if it was a hardware company or where.

but he purchased.it and gave me both keys to the padlock.

Q. I kept one key, and I gave one key to the County Coordinator, which is Rick Bond.

Q. On August 3, 1983, which is a Wednesday, it was the day that we packaged the evidence and I believe that.is the day that we brought it out, a Wednesday.
A.	Yeah, I think so, too.
9..	The first pile of evidence in the trailer. . .today was the second day.
Bob Reiner was here for that. The general agreement ...	do you recall the agreement between the parties at the fire hall at the first or second.. second general meeting over there as to how the evidence would be handled?
What would be done? That we'd store it in a trailer that you people would have control of.
A,		Right, right we were going to store the evidence, but I am not really positive of what... I think we all agreed that it had to be examined by an electrical engineer but I don't know as we said specifically who was going to do it, when they was going to do it, or anything of that nature.

Q. In this past week we had another meeting over there where Alex James, Senior Adjuster for Wausau got together with Rick Bond, and they were to maintain custody and control.

[image: ]A.		Right at this time I felt that I spent enough time on this and it wasn't necessary for me to retain a key anymore so I turned my key back over to
Rick and left him in charge of the evidence. Alex stated that outside of the insulators equipment, he didn't want any other evidence destroyed. Pick it up to look at it but don't disassemble anything.

Q.  As I understand it now, anybody that wanted to look at the evidence, they are to go to Alex James for Wasusau and he contacts Rick Bond at the fire coordinator's office. Rick must provide a key to who ever wants to deal with the evidence?
A.  Correct.

-Q-	Dennis do you have anything...	also present during the interview is Dennis Zimmerman, and adjuster for Wausau out of Rochester. Is there anything you want to add Charlie. I think at some point I would like to come back later on and sit with you again briefly. Is there anything you want to add to the interview or that you recall now that might be an error. Anything you want to change with what you said?
A.	I can't thing of anything that I would want to change. I would like if you do type this up, I would like a copy of it.

Q.  Absolutely.
A.	Somebody from some company has already called and wants to come and pick my brain about this.

Q.  This by the way, the interview, is confidential as far as I am concerned, and I will make up a copy. I will provide it to my attorney; I will give you a copy of it and provide a copy to Wausau who insures the building.
A.		I really don't know if we exactly knew what we were dealing with at the time of the fire. I can't think of anything else we could have done different other than the fact that possibly started the evacuation sooner but with the limited access there was, I don't know anything else we could have done.

Q. Those copies of the plastics institute and some other things and I gave some other things to Rick Bond, I think you probably have most of them, but when I put the things together I will make sure that you have copies of what ever you need. Ok, I would like to close down the interview. It is 4:19 on a
Tuesday afternoon August 16, 1983. Charlie you were aware that this is bein0 tape recorded?
[image: ]A.  Yes.

Q.  Did you have any problem with it being recorded or with the interview?
A.	No, I don't mind recorders. I don't like cameras too well.

Q.	Thanks very much Charlie.

I have read the foregoing ten pages and find them to be a fair and accurate report of my statements during the interview conducted on August 16, 1983.




Charles W. Tompkins Fire Chief
North Rose, New York
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