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7750 in North Rose
flee contamination

FROM PAGE 1A

said Herb Smith, director of the county De-
partment of Diasater Preparedness.
Cleanup crews from New England Pollu-
tion Control of Batavia were hired to pump
| out the water last night and dispose of it at
| a toxic waste dump near Niagara Falls. The
| cleanup should be done today.
The estimated 250 people who live in the
southern section of the hamlet were eva-
© cuated Monday because smoke from the
‘ Sodus Cold Storage Co. warehouse, in the
| heart of the hamlet, blew over their homes.
The second floor of the Sodus Cold Stor-
age Co. warehouse was being insulated with
| a two-part polyurethane insulation sprayed
‘ to the ceiling and walls by two workers
from Hallenbeck-Ritz Inc. of Rochester.
The chemical makeup of the insulation
was identified as isocyanate and trifluorch-
loromethane. The fumes from the charred
insulation that held those chemicals were
five times the recommended safe levels and
can be fatal if large amounts are inhaled,

said Ken Fanfoni, from the state health de-
partment’s Geneva office.

But the manufacturer of the polyurethane
insulation used on the plant said in an in-
terview yesterday that the state has ap-
parenetly misidentified the chemical sub-
stance and is over reacting.

According to Gary Ruckle, vice president
of FSC of Riverside, Calif., the insulation
consist of polymeric isocyanate and po-
lyurethane.

“These compounds have been approved
by United Underwriter Laboratories and
have met all of the state and federal safety
standards. They’re no more toxic than a can
of aerosol,” he said.

Gene Burns, spokesman for Chemtec, a
chemical information service sponsored by
the Chemical Manufactures Association,
said that local health officials have ap-
parently confused polymeric isocyanate with
other forms of lethal isocyanates.

“I can’t believe that they would evacuate
750 people because they think some water
has polymeric isocyanate in it. Calling poly-
meric isocyanate toxic is like calling table
salt, acid,” he said.

State department of health officials took
air and water samples from the plant yes-

terday and are expected to get the results
today. “If we find that nothing’s toxic, it’ll
be a real relief,” Smith said.

Cots and food have been provided for
evacuees at the North Rose-Wolcott High
School, about five miles outside the hamlet
Only two evacuees stayed there Monday
night.

“Most of the poeple are staying with fami
ly and friends and I guess the new evacuees
will do the same,” Smith said.

Two of the four people hospitalized for
observation Monday were relased yesterday.
Wayne County Sheriff’s Sgt. Keith Benja-
min remained in Myers Community Hospi-
tal at Sodus, and Esther Dagel, 82, of North
Rose, remained in Newark-Wayne Comun-
ity Hospital. Both are listed in stable condi-
tion.

Myers’ head emergency nurse Katie Craig
said that about 75 people came to the hos-
pital to be checked yesterday. She said be-
tween 15 to 20 of them, mostly firefighters
who fought Monday’s blaze, showed symp-
tml?s of respiratory problems and sick stom-
achs.

None was admitted, but anyone with
symptoms are being asked to return to the
hospital for periodic checks, she said.
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North Rose evacuees |

By DANIEL BERGER
and STEPHANIE COULSON

NORTH  ROSE' . The 750
residents who were evacuated
yesterday during a fire at a Sodus
Cold Storage Co. warehouse that
released toxic fumes will not be
able to return to their homes at least
until tomorrow morning, emergen-
cy officials said today.

Fire broke out with an explosion
at the four-story warehouse on
Storage Avenue in the hamlet about
12:15 p.m. vyesterday, releasing
potentially lethal fumes from burn-
ing insulation inside the building.

In addition to the evacuation,
dozens of people were treated at
area hospitals for inhalation of
fumes. .
 “Fumes are still being given off,
even though the fire is out, from
40,000 gallons of contaminated
water and remaining insulation,””

. Ken Fanfoni of the state Health
Department’s Geneva office said
this morning, uiz

“Until the water is removed,
there is no chance the fumes will
disappear. We are’ recommending
not lifting the evacuation, because
it’s still very dangerous,”” Fanfoni
said.

Fanfoni said the fumes will be
stirred up during disposal of the
contaminated water. Fumes from an
isocyanate compound present in in-
sulation that was being installed on
the second floor of the warehouse
can be fatal if large volumes are in-
haled, Fanfoni said.

“If you can smell the fumes,” he
said, “the dosage is approximately
five times higher than recommend-
ed safe levels.”

Cleanup crews were not expected
to arrive until this afternoon, said
Fanfoni, who anticipated cleanup
would last through the night. i

Bruce Finster, senior sanitary
engineer for the state Department of
Environmental Conservation recom-
mended that everything inside the
building be treated as hazardous

waste, which means it would have

to be removed by a licensed
hazardous waste disposal company.

Cecos International of Niagara
Falls and New England Pollution
Control of Batavia had been hired to
remove the material, said Thelma
Wideman, public information
officer for the Wayne County Office
of Disaster Preparedness. The
wastes will be shipped to a disposal
facility in Niagara Falls,

Mrs. Wideman said Sodus Cold
Storage officials had no estimate of
the cost of the damage to the
building at Route 414 and Storage
Avenue or the damage to the
building’s contents.

Company officials refused to
comment on the fire. Officials said
the warehouse was used to store

~cheese, apples and other produce.

Fanfoni said, however, that an in-
surance company representative
who attended a meeting of local,
state and company officials this
morning estimated the fire had done
“multi-million dollar damage.”

North Rose assistant Fire Chief
Robert Guthrie said most of the
damage was on the second floor of
the building and in two adjoining
elevator shafts. The elevator shafts
channeled the fire away from the
third- and fourth-floor storage areas,
he said, which were only slightly
scorched near their doors.

Guthrie said firefighters fought
the fire from outside the building for
about 45 minutes and had been
making progress.

“We knocked it down once,” he
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North end of cold storage.
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. Aftermath
Carol LaValley of the North Rose First Responder (ambulance and rescue) squad
washes down North Rose fireman Gale Anthony (above) after a toxic chemical fire

yesterday at the Sodus Cold Storage Company in North Rose. Below, a victim of tox-

Ic fumes Is taken to Meyers Community Hospital in Sodus. (Times photos by Dale
Duchesne)
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injured.

NORTH ROSE EVACUEES-These
five women do not appear overly
upset about their situation as they
were just some of the North Rose
residents evacuated. All were sent
_ home on Thursday and had some

things to say about their situation.
Left to right are Katherine
Hendershot, Cynthia Anthony,
Kathy Hendershot, Donna Martin
and Isobel Crisler. (Photo by Bill
Foley)
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Marie Whitaker was one of several Wayne
County Fire Control personnel who were kept busy
dispatching and keeping track of firemen and
ambulances at the North Rose emergency.
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 Releases Toxic Fumes
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dt SMOKING BUILDING-When existed off and on throughout

, this smoke started to emanate from Monday afternoon in North Rose
the building firemen and residents  and left officials concerned over the

, moved away from the scenein rapid potential danger.

¢ fashion. This type of situation

0 brought to Myers at 12:05 enlarged to nearly amile as |

1 a.m. Tuesday. All were thoseinchargeatthescene |

0 treated for respiratory felt awind shift couldcause
distress. Many firemenand even greater problems. |

> residents that were treated Minutes later, another

e on Monday were asked to  steady plume of smoke

ta

return Tuesday for a poured forth and was





image13.jpeg
can’t return home yet

said, “but we got that second explo-
sion in there. We hadn’t even gotten
inside yet.”

Harold Green, 71, of South
Poplar Street said he was sitting on
his front porch when the fire started
with an explosion.

“It sounded like a diesel on the
(nearby railroad) track,” Green
said, “it roared and roared and then
there was black smoke 500 feet in
the air.”

“Boy it was black in our yard
then,”” said Diane Noyes of Maple
Avenue. “I'd never seen anything
like it. Thick? I thought a plane had
exploded in the air.”” .

Officials said the smoke contain-
ed toxic methylene diphenol iso-
cyanate and trichlorofluoromethane
fumes.

Ambulance crews from surroun-
ding communities were kept busy
throughout the afternoon shuttling
stricken emergency workers to area
hospitals.

Many victims complained of
headaches, nausea, dizziness and
weakness that were reported to be
associated with inhalation of the

fumes. Heat and fatigue also took
its toll on emergency workers.

Myers Community Hospital in
Sodus said 35 persons were treated
and released, and Newark-Wayne
Community Hospital said seven
persons were treated and released at
its facility.

Four people also were admitted at
the two hospitals with respiratory
problems. They are:

° Wayne County Sheriff’s Sgt.
Keith Benjamin, 32, address
unavailable. Admitted to Myers
Community Hospital for treatment
of smoke and fume inhalation.

® David Guthrie, age unavailable,
a North Rose firefighter, admitted to
Myers Community Hospital for
treatment of smoke and fume
inhalation. >

® Harry Aunkst, 24, a Lyons
firefighter, - admitted to Myers
Community Hospital for treatment
of smoke and fume inhalation.

e Esther Dagle, 82, of North Rose,
admitted to Newark Wayne Com-
munity Hospital’s intensive care
unit for observation of symptoms
associated with smoke inhalation.

About 12 more people were
reported en route for treatment for
fume inhalation, which officials
said may have delayed effects.

Firefighters made a brief inspec-
tion of the building last night to
make sure the fire was out. Fanfoni
said health department officials
have recommended that no one go
inside until the wastes are removed.

Although the evacuation remain-
ed in effect, some residents were
reported traveling in and out of the
hamlet to get clothes and other
possessions.

Sheriff’s department officials said
they would be unable to determine
the cause of the fire until they can
get inside the building.

Workers had been installing in-
sulation on the second floor of the
warehouse yesterday but no one
was believed to have been in the
building when the fire broke out.

Firefighters from North Rose,
Rose, Wolcott, Clyde, Alton, Lyons,
Newark, Sodus Point, Red Creek,
Sodus Center and the town of Sodus
assisted in the emergency.
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Wayne County Fire Coordinator Rick Bond spent
a great deal of time in meetings at the North Rose
Fire Hall following the toxic fume release Monday,
July 25 at the Sodus Cold Storage in North Rose.
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Persons exposed to the chemicals are interviewed by health oif:c:als in :school gym
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Thick, black , toxic smoke
suddenly poured forth from

Toxic Fumes From North Rose Fire

About 250 residents of

North Rose were evacuated

Monday afternoon when a
food storage plant caught
fire, releasing toxic fumes
into the air.

Many evacuees were hou-
sed over night in the North
Rose-Wolcott High School,
just west of the hamlet,

Four people were admitt-
ed tothe hospitalfor obser-
vation and all were report-
ed in satisfactory condition
Monday night.

About thirty fire fighters,
plant workers and resid-
ents were released from
area hospitals after treat-
ment for smoke and gas in-
halation and for exposure
to the toxic gas, hospital
officials said.

Ester Dage, 82 of North
Rose, was admitted to Ne-
wark Wayne Community
Hospital. Wayne County Sh-
eriff’s Sgt, Keith Benjamin
and firefighters David Gut-
hrie of the NorthRose Fire
Dept. and Harry Aunskt of
the Lyons Fire Dept. were
admitted to Myers Comm-
unity Hospital at Sodus.

Toxic gas was released
after the second floor of
the Sodus Cold Storage Co.
plant caught fire at about
noon Monday. The plant i
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RGENCY DECLARED IN NORTH

250 ORDERED TO LEAVE THEIR HOMES

the building in such a fast
and deadly manner that all

tor of plant operations,said
the portion of the building
that caught fire was being
insulated by two workers
from Hallenbeck -Ritz Inc.
of Rochester.

The workers were spray-
ing the ceiling and walls
of the 10,000 square foot
Storage area with a chem--
ical insulator, he said. The
men had beenworking there
two weeks and were expec-
ted to complete the work
Monday.

Bruce Finster, chief san-
itary engineer of the state
Dept. of Environmental
Conservation’s East Avon
office said he was called by
fire officials to trytoiden-
tify the gaseous substance.

Many firefighters and oth-
ers who inhaled the fumes
complained of shortness of
breath, dizziness, burning
throats and upset stomachs
said Carol Beidue a mem-
ber of the North Rose
Emergency First Aid Crew
who helped coordinate em-~
ergency crews from nine
Wayne County towns. Many
firefighters exposed to
large amounts of the gas
vomited she said.

The fire was extinguished
about 4:15 p.m.. No cause
has been determined yet.

i

we could do was run!
Photo by Bill Armstron

mile south of the burning
plant were ordered evacua-
ted by police, who knocked
on doors and announced the
evacuation over loud speak-
ers.

Art Button director of the
Finger Lakesdivisionof the
state Office of Disaster
Preparedness, arrived at
the scene about 3:30 p.m.
to relay the information to
the governor’s office and
assist town officals, he said.

The area south of the plant
was evacuated because the
winds were blowing in that
direction said Fire Coor-
dinator, Richard of Wayne
County who directed the
evacuation,

State police and deputies
blocked off traffic from all
directions into the hamlet.
Benjamin, who was later
hospitalized complained
that many residents woul-
dn’t leave the area:

““I keep telling these peo-
ple the fumes are extreme-
ly dangerous, but they just
don’t ‘want to leave,” he
said. Other police had sim-
ilar complaints,

However, hundreds quick-
ly fled the area about 2 p.m.
when large thick billows of
black smoke poured out
of a rupture in an elevator

Alton, Red Creek, Sodus,
Clyde, Rose and Newark.
A call was sent out to Cl-
yde that they should bring
all their oxygen tanks as
soon as possible to thwart
the possibility of toxic fume
posioning taking place with
anyone close to the area
such as firemen, police,
reporters, bystanders, etc.
Fumes are still being giv-
en off, even though the fire
is out, from 40,000 gall-
ons of contaminated water
and remaining insulation.”’
said Ken Fanfoni of the st-
ate Health Department’s
Geneva office.

Until the water is remov-
ed there is no chance the
fumes will disappear. We
are recommending not lift-
ing the evacuation, because
it’s still very dangerous.”
Fanfoni said. =

Fanfoni said the fumes
will be stirred up during
disposal of the contamin-
ated water. Fumes from an
isocyanate compound pre-
sent in insulation that was
being installed on the sec-
ond floor of the warehouse
can be fatal if large volum-
es are inhaled.

_ “If you can smell the
fumes,” he said, “thedos-
age is approximately five
times higher than recom-
mended safe levels”.

Bruce Finster, senior san-
itary engineer for the st-
ate Dept. of Environmental
Conservation recommend-
ed that everything inside
the building be treated as
hazardous waste, which
means it would have to be
removed by alicensed haz-
ardous waste disposal com-
pany.

Cecos International of Ni-
agra Falls and New England
Pollution Control of Bata-
via had been hired to rem-
ove the material said Thel-
ma Wideman, public infor-
mation of Disaster Pre-
paredness. The wastes will
be shipped to a disposal in
Niagara Falls,

Fanfoni, said that an ins-
urance company represen-
tative who attended a meet-

ing of local state and com-
pany officials Tuesday
morning estimated the fire
had done “‘multi-million
dollar damage”’,

North Rose assistant Fire
Chief Robert Guthrie said
most of the damage was on
the second floor of the
building and in two adjoin-

ing elevator shafts. The

elevator shafts channeled
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NORTH ROSE WATER

Not Contaminated

PHOTOS BY
BiL L HUFF JR.:

Preliminary results from
ground water samples taken

near the cold storage plant

that burned three weeks

ago in this hamlet show that .

the water is not contamin-
ated, Mary Jane Peachy,
a Dept, of Environmental

Conservation sanitary eng- *

ineer said this week.

A spokesman from the
state Dept. of Health con-
firmed the preliminary

* report and said that the

final results should be re-

leased within the next cou- .

ple of days.

Fire investigators arere- -

portedly still searching for
the cause of the fire that
forced the evacuation of
300 residents. The fire is
thought to have been start-
ed by an explosion on the
second floor of the four
story warehouse.

State health officials are
testing ground water samp-=
les to see whether the esti-
mated 100,000 gallons of

water used to extinguish’

the Sodus Cold Storage wa-
rehouse fire on July 25th

seeped into the ground and
contaminated ground water,
Health officials feared.

- that the water may have

carried toxic chemicals
from insulation inside the
warehouse into theground,
The DEC ordered four test
wells drilled as a precau-
tion because water samp-.
les taken from inside the
building contained 30 chem-~
ical compounds that are
considered potentially dan-
gérous, Peachy said.

The four wells weredrill-
ed between 40 and 60 feet
from the plant at a total
cost of $4,100. They vary
in depth from 20 feet to 35
feet she said,

The runoff from the fire
three miles northeast of
the cold storage plant and
the other is about one mile °
south, Supervisor Joseph
DeAngelis said, :

Water drawn from those s
wells is tested, treated and
stored in a 400,000 gallon ,
reservoir before it reach-
es the homes of residents,
he said.

State geologists reported
that North Rose’s ground:
water table slopes north!
Peachy said. It’s unlikely
that the water fromthefire
would reach the town’s mun-
icipal wells, she said.
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_ of the medical team at the site of the

five tel remenwho havejustcome

off the roof wh steps they must

take to quard against ill effects. No

matter how careful some firemen
were, they were still struck with
illness which sent them to Sodus or
Newark hospltals.
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Harold Brentnall arfd Marie
Whitaker were kept busy
dispatching ambulances
and keeping track of which
units were where, :

Evacuation of residents
was continuing Tuesday
afternoon, and officials
from the Department of
Environmental Conserva-
tion along with fire chiefs,
Fire Coordinator Rick
Bond (who was taken back
to the hospital Tuesday),
and other interested
officials gathered foralarge
meeling on Tuesday
morning in the North Rose
Fire Hall to discuss the next
step. No one was allowed
into the area, and two
ambulances and the North
Rose Fire Dept. were
standing by.

Whether there was

contamination of the land
south of the fire scene was
uncertain, but the DEC
conducted tests to deter-

* mine the extent of any

damage.

Meanwhile, both hospi-
tals released their disaster
alerts and began re-
checking patients on
Tuesday. Throughout the
alert, Myers had key off-
duty stalf members called

in and borrowed from -

other departments for the
Emergency Room. The
hospital acquired stretch-
ers and extra linens, and
asked volunteers to come
intodirecttrafficandfamily
members,

It was a Monday after-
noon which will be long
remembered in Wayne

County by firefighters, law
enforcement officials and
residents, and it is a scene
which they hope never
Qaccurs again. :
Wayne County Sheriffs’
Department is in charge of
the emergency situation,
and State Troopers from
Wolcott, Williamson and
Newark have been contin
ually at the scere to
provide traffic control,
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LONG-CLIMB-A ladder truck
was brought in from Lyons and local
firemen were forced to use their
longest ladders to battle the fire and
fumos at thp Nnrth Rose facilitu on

Monday afternoon, The gaping hole
in the shaft was the end result of an

_ explosion which ripped through the .

second floor at 12:18 p.m





